[Formation of classical C3 convertase during the alternative pathway of human complement activation].
The fluid phase C3 convertase of the alternative pathway of human complement activation has been constructed from the isolated C3 component and from purified factors B and D. The enzyme was able to activate the isolated components C4 and C2 in the presence of C4 but had no effect on C2 in the absence of C4. The C4 and C2 activation was monitored by the loss of their hemolytic activity during the incubation with the alternative fluid phase C3 convertase. The activation of C4 and C2 components by the membrane-bound alternative C3 convertase formed on red cells (EC3bBb) was followed by the formation of C3 convertase of the classic pathway--EC4b2a. This resulted in the enhancement of hemolysis.